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A Comparative Study of the Spirituality in King David’s
Psalms and the Ci-Poems of Li Yu, the Last Ruler of the
Southern Tang Dynasty

Jin You'

[ Abstract ] King David of Israel’s Psalms and Li Yu (the Last Ruler of the Southern Tang
Dynasty)’s ci-poems stand as treasures of world historical culture. Both figures, embodying the
dual identity of “monarch-poet,” witnessed profound suffering amid exile or flight—experiences
they immortalized in their works, infusing the texts with profound spiritual connotations. Yet,
the essence of their spirituality diverges fundamentally. Rooted in David’s unwavering faith
in God, Psalms frames his exile-induced anguish as a consequence of his own transgressions,
perceiving hardship as divine discipline. The collection resonates with the agony of guilt, while
simultaneously radiating the redemptive relief of being forgiven by God upon confession and
repentance; its core lies in absolute faith in the Divine and earnest hope for salvation. In contrast,
Li Yu’s ci-poems are rooted in his adherence to Buddhism. Li Yu laments his fate through
meditations on the impermanence of worldly affairs: he underscores the Buddhist “Suffering”
(dukkha) by juxtaposing past prosperity with present despair, and interprets the “Emptiness”
(Stinyata) through the metaphor of “life as a fleeting dream.” The spiritual core of his verses lies
in transcending the illusory nature of mundane existence and achieving self-deliverance through
personal spiritual cultivation. By comparing the spirituality of these two bodies of work, this
study reveals the differential influences of two belief systems—Christianity’s emphasis on “God-
initiated redemption” and Buddhism’s focus on “self-cultivation for liberation”—on the creation
of literature.
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AR L) TR TR R B S 285 A 2 M BEzE , (HR AT & S AR Bl 2
Ab: MRS AR P E R, AR T REAUE R W, e TR RO 4R
FUREF AP G, R D EARRAHE S L As) LAZ b, RSkt Sk P i A . K
BAEALYIE], HF e AL, KT RKBEAR TR D MGk 8n, K15
T THSAT MM TR ar B, A0 975 4EMFE KT, BJS 2B 0a BT 408, TG
MBI T AR . ERR T BB AN GRS % (PR, 2006, p.28) 1Y
ZERRP R ARG, PR R A MRS SR BN AT, 2R8I i N A 2 DT 1 H A
B IRGZE AR A A T8

FRXF CRERD) MBFR ZRAETRA. O SRR, A OFR) s 59k
Py SO E AT SO x L . AR SCFBFE AU, BTN (Jasper ) AOFSY (e S0Py
95— =%51%5) ( “The Twenty-Third Psalm in English Literature” ) B8 T (5 ) 4
23 RAESCFE TR, HR I I TE TR S A . BB Z T, USRS
SCEA AL (Tasper, 1998 ) o i [ P2 SR 2= A8 (053 22 Jm B v [l oty S 2
= 5V RO RS . CRERT) AR RS IR AR T EERR B AR, A
5T 1 b AR A T X RS A 25 B RN R I R B P 2%, 22 0T b A 5 A A ol b 11 S
[, TEA T A R S O A B A s
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INEYSE A, MO AR B “FROMIREFINERR, WFER BRAE, Y. RT
PSRBT (222, 2005, 6]22: 17) o LGRS BAEWAAR R R H KT
B 1, MRS Al e TSRO o Ja KA AR 2B, W2 BIR H kR “HK
AR R R IES KT (£2, 2005, fitl16: 13) , JEH&EVRRT VRO
L], A EsE" (%4, 2005, f#ES: 2) o Bk, KRTACKHEBORAMEZ, it
MBI, “MREERBE A S, TREFIERICE , REANRYROHEER” (X4,
2005, FERS 18: 43) o K PIHME WA Mg &7e-TaRMaE” (X2, 2005, il 17:
47) , FEMBRITE, AR BTGRP A G RN, RHBFIAE A, At
M B o TEBOR EREIM E2 a5 it S IR s, R LAY R h BRI B (5 S IR A AR 25
Motk i 28 R, ARG TRt RN E T T B AR B,
HEE” (%2, 2005, Wi 23: 6) .

[ Rl ok oin e o 2 oy S S R b3l Rty QENINED B el L AN | Pl (PN E 2P S [E EH
MO S MBI A, RSN E T, ZEHLOS 5RERVENBGA 4, g5 b
s o “pERRaE” . PR . R DRBAC SIS AU
R o ZRAR A RFRF AR DA BEAE BURE i i i B rh B 28 T R ik, 2R3 T2 |
OYTBEAALHTH . XIHERETE T4 TS A m” G, 2006, p.2) Mk
BN, RSN ABTE AL K SCRe b E, MBS . R R . R A
B, B CORHIMAEMIE, D08, AR EE T (B4, 1935, p.168) o &
SR AR B, L0 A AT R R, O L 58 US 76 B 2 AR08 i .
B LA R XS OB B T B TR ST AL R I AR ZUE T, ORISR
SRRSO R SR — Rgt. TEDE, 228N 8 1 20 B R u
RSB T EPTUL i R PR AT o e (), ARARUE S R
K, FR—EIRAET (YRR, 2006, p.60) .

—\ (TR ZEHIERRE

CCRR ) REGEMTEZ AR, RARBREIGR . wrfE, HESE . AR L L
AIEREHTHE”  (Ross, 2011, p. 111) , KTBAY CRef ) 108 TR TR KRR A —4 Fxd
barpassd, HARSR, WAL, ARTIAAEOS] SRR L AR RS EFHE I
LN BREREE , B R KO ERTE L @S EHP LR, TRARRILE TR, LI
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RINNy BA 2 SO B8 0p, AR, ([FEEIBRAEM X2 R — A
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O IEE T, IR HS AR 2GR AR b i S AR HL o — R A, At 4 I AN £
fbpra i —), FJE ERma i Bk, LT e b M, B EAr s R
PRz T, WA 232 2055

RDAEALIE], AL A6 B2 A4 o S R S R 19 25730 IR B BCHM 2
PO MR BT EIEHOR I SE R . AAJE KIS L ) LA IS Bl HE R A2 S - 1) -RF-RF 15 0
515, BfSA0IARFRHT YD e A S LR IR AR L, R TG e B AR B AEGS , TH IRl oS
TYORTAENG . W], frE CRFRD) thaERA T H O AREERU AT 1 -
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el Eiem Rl RAe, (F2, 2005, ¥ 38: 3-4)
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AT, R ARG AR A MR
FedR F B e A BRI YT
RARKE K0 IR AR,
HFEREME! (F2, 2005, FH 51 1-2)

FBHOA N AL AR UG 2 52 BI04 ZORETT, LI A S IR AR > 5 Lz 2%
A A B BOEE L D b, A A R] 52 A 5 RRD O Y 55 5 . ORIDT s %357 (Huston
Smith ) 7 (55220 ) ( The World's Religions: Our Great Wisdom Traditions) W5, “ (L)
@F)) SRR INEG R Fariitr 2 L7  (Smith, 1991, p.294) o Frdfvb ek
FPESE, KIAE ik ) hEIE, A CME AL T IR R BEE AU A O
gk, s A CITEZ T ORI T 2 8 B VR el 54k m CUAF AR . 2 - 359
Bk,  CARERIRETDE, WOk T OCTE TR AL AR, A R, XS AR
FET-MRES -  ANad, IESE f T4 AT B R R B — i i, AR o] ARG 3 I
I SRS B R AN A Y R B RS2 T R O TE R TR (3640, 2007, p. 142) .
RIAE CRERED) iR, Bok s it L, KRITARE L BROEIRE, Hdis
WORINIEME SN o SRR AT BB S , UI7ER TR AL E R 222, M
UAE T —H R

24k — B o 4 % 2% v B 64 J 1%

ARB R, AP EIGAK R,
BB B R T Fe e,

(R WA SN s I

BAE TR, REEE,

IR A AL ARRAE R, (F2, 2005, ¥ 3: 3-5)

MCRERD) TR, KBRS A R A B AUREE R . R TR, BMERAEAERA Y
MOty , Dafdbes Sm7e. KD m ERRAe SRk, DA sof, Az i
HHENES, AR R TRSRERUE M, 75 BT, ST AR BT IR A
ME, A RPEgnfoAc, SARBETREL. SR EFNETE, SHREENRKTA
PSR FarPRs A L, RO R ik, ki .

12 & VA &3] 69 BB 2 i
TR A A B AR B 09 F K
AREF, EBZPR, AEFERE, (F2, 2005, W 14: 7)
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CHPRE) B B O R R TN 8 4 St ML G ORI 22 S 21

=. EEIFZEIRRE
F R EAE R — HSEM, EIS R S R E R, SOUREZ IS
IR B LN T, WFRAK, BEIRBAL L RE, Tl LR RE" (PN
M, 2006, p. 6) AYZAEAEATRA TN g FEBOROL %2 ] fE R LSS, FEIISSE T, et OF
JCAR)
SEHEAAL,
AE—HFh,

=LA E AR,
HRAANGE, (FHMAF, 2006, p.78)

EhicE, FIERmMARMERENBITZH. 255 FFEEXMES LYo m, 1E
AR AR AR, TREEATRBME L, HiA B ERRmRE —FEAZ Tk,
WAk, a7 S BT E ARAE S AL Y, R B S s (SR,
2003, p.55) , WEARS A7 AR SRR B A DU R B A5 Rt . S 2R AR 2 TR
FTFEMk B, ARG RZEEE T s BRI, FFIEREK” (ZEK, 1999, p.77) . “Hi
Geapfa ], WS E” o (KR, 1999, p. 78) XM FREIM S ET SRR
MARJERYREFR, IR IR TR S ERET .

EBRTE, SO ER PRI =0 BRBE A B, B
WK EHTIE, REIMEM S B, BEEaITEN. 7 (EFHK, 2000, p. 64) M4
ISR R EE CRE I, EE@ESREME” (IR, 2006, p. 44) , iy
PEFEWR BTG B, B B A SRS, A AR R AL “RRRUEBEEER 7 (PR,
2006, p.56) . “BEAMIHEIE" (VFIRM, 2006, p.52) o XFEIETEEEFEITA
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F2iT L EEZ,

B A IS,
AWK, (FMAd, 2006, p.62)

RS SR F H, ZUER AR, A DR L R T
H, SR ATCE W H BRI A8 82 EE 16 O 5o AR S H X R
TIERFADE, (A A 1S W R H AR FAR R 5, st SO £t E 2 R
TR o TR T 2R 5k B AR VLR 28 5O T EEIA AT L . 7R R B YA R
MRKR, =T BT ER R R I FE G S, P AR S — I, IS B9/
MR BRI . (&) thEiE,  “hitk s, ks, sy, ok A”
(1998, p.214) , Bh#h KA EEeE “RLIAE . MELECIRZ Y-k ms A"
C3RERTS, 2019, p.56) o ZEEAYEHIMEM 2L RDK A X —E%, BIERIA SRR L
W, EAFRETE R R ] —RER NN . A ERT LR 2 s /v, 208 A A
TH

% JiR?

MER AT

ENE B 3,

F iR G de K,

A EAR, (FMAp, 2006, p.46)

FERS T, 2SR S B Tl R AN, ORSRBY RN, TORAE P EME E, R
K — R A B RN e — M BN, — AR R B 2 R
“WUEB I, SORBGHEE AR T A, mn—hT (YR, 2006, p.48) Y
WL, ARSI R 2L B LA AN, e DI iR CAFIR R, 2006,
p.38) o WA RRIMEAMZ —, MR BLIANS i (AEEEL - O EE) i
e “RBWE, MBI (G2, 1990, p.32) , ZEEAELES P X O N
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LA SRR . X A OB LIRS, RS AT SRR, AR IR DAL 3 T L
G RN R

COUERE SRR R AR R BRI AR M 3 N AR AR TR S T AR G
(Smith, 1991, p. 99) o FZCK LRI AR w0000 — v, PUwr . \wdEeidE . “ " 48
SR, BT BR B WL R Rz 1. DU R AR A
W BB, W R R R S E , TEVE T ARV HAER S T, (A2
By 907 R R EREER . 7E (BVIR ) MR REL,
2B K S (VEIRER, 2006, p. 46) (AR, HEXMBRAOIMEL, FE
B NS e RETR

%,

B e SR

S EZF AR,

REAR @) B B ek,

M E g, (FMAE, 2006, p. 46)

AW, 2805 ERIRTHLF-ZH0 AR . TH FEE s 2, Wt A gL 2R 4
BB~ W #E (BESEN) o, 28R [ EReA JLERK, WA l—TLHF KR
(VFim, 2006, p.50) o ZEAYMRRKERIR — VLB K —HEIEAR AL, bR dh AL © F 2
NAERKMAKKAR” (FIRE, 2006, p. 54) o HEHFZEAEIEEEMBRZE T UL, w5 FHR 2 A ZE
T SRR, HEOE A, WHERLTE BT BhEOA RO BRI S —RE S S A
TEMUAFTE, (HRMOR SR B NS eAs B o ASSTE T/ PRI /Y, M B A
BEMES 9, (Smith & Novak, 2003, p. 67) 7ERKE 2S5 EkaE20E T4, LIS A%
T AL U ZF SRR RS2, R A TR B RS

O, KI (iFm) NEEE IRt 2ER
[P0 AN X a5 SN AT G Y = PN ST =1 < e s e 2 B i W B O NI LR S =
1 R RS SIS AR 52 T BRI . R RIS 518
BAEA, F AR
B2 oR%Z, &Ry, (F%£, 2005, W 38: 8)

RSHF, B R,
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HERBPFHRELEAT ., (F£, 2005, 5 38: 10)

—H )2k B,
V% 5 I
RAGCZHEE,
Bk EA B,
ERA T, (FHAF, 2006, p.44)

XEFAEM LA R BASE M AA R Ul, ERR T # A Mk TERTEH., KT
BRIERE . AR, MAMUZBLF IR R, H R eiT RS T R
AR 2R RO ARE , TEE LIETERIR R . OB E, 2R R IR I
PIESANAR o R TURIZS S8 i T v 4 1 e s ) e A B A T B R AR AR iR, XA &
FHEL AR S,

A AT UL, TCRAEAI A 2552, NIEAE B 78 5 i A S sli i o o B URIA
NAATEME, RIS G L T4 R4 B UG (648, 2005, 0147: 9)
AR T NS R A T, R BB B AR kR TR, (R4) Tk
By, ERAEANIIURL)G, Dl EER: RO ZIERIEIRNERE; RE™ L
WL (%%, 2005, B13: 16) , O Yih: IR G35 RE M ELAS 02
7 (%%, 2005, 63: 17) o ERGL, ABITRRHESRTRE L, Z8EHRTES
ARER, T 2 U KA A B R (R

H O REZE Rk,
deElEiem fie s R, (2, 2005, FH 38 4)
HREARINFGRIE,

HEAZHRLE, (F2, 2005, F5 38: 18)

BfEAZ 2R B RAE
RARRE .
FE A LS R
m—irARKm Rk, (FHF, 2006, p.50)
SR B A S E Ry . RO O E SR R, Bk B i RUEE
BT DB B AR RAR AR . R TAE (i ) 2Bk Ear Bl Bs i N2 T, AR BRI
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SO S 1iB] R Ol ot K (A 08 N 21 & IS ol iy (2 AN e A e U N E
ATSRAERFR b L IS AR 45 A P22, b5 T
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AR R AR T % BR G R

(A E R LN

HBTHLIFRANE., (X2, 2005, #FH 23: 1-4)

5 B AR AR, RS E A R A A SRR RO T
X A SRR AR, o FHREERR” (Smith, 1991, p. 97) o BEBOA R IH R
W RS A . PO SR TER , TR R S EBORA B, BT LI Bh SR R ks
AL, NSRRI TR . FeBkE], 255 ERE Tt A& SEREIE . RO e i AR
o “RskwWT” AREEE, JEfl CEARREEET (FIRMR, 2006, p.60) o AR EMEIE
B, A EUE” (VFIHBR, 2006, p. 56) , X 25 1A= 48 EE S8 A5t BUR AR AR nAs —
ORI L], BIORAR R —475 . MbtE (PR TR —H I,

A RIRATAE .,

AR BRI AR AT IR )

AEFLRE,

Ehe—Hd, (FMAF, 2006, p.48)

W AL (PP ) RS BT LAE Y, A T ARSI A SO T 5 i R B EMZ S
TR A A AR o S BB BORMA BOER I g AR P i R TE TSy, (B
RAEHOANIREN, ®RR. (W) hRIER, “EHSFERRNHCE (X4,
2005, kS 23: 1), PRBUAKT LA poRmi S0, iz rh s EReIR” (K,
1999, p. 77) JEIH AR R BIA C HE B8, ORI ILEH “wh EshRE” 5%
“NEARBAT WARFZESR . KEMGE AT LMERCR 23w i, Fri il A & 7E5
WA, O, R, R, HRETYEE LIRS, R LA,
D) TP AR AR TR E R DB A S, B A XA TR R
Tl . BRICHE R, Jralfll A,
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